
Presenter
Presentation Notes
TIME REPORTS IN 1941, CULBERT OLSON ADVANCED THE  PROGRESSIVE AGENDA IN CALIFORNIA AND WAS KNOWN AS “THE PEOPLE’S GOVERNOR”
“RICH, URBANE CULBERT LEVY OLSON, ELDERLY MATINEE IDOL OF WESTERN POLITICS, LOOKS LIKE THE MOVIES CONCEPTION OF A GOVERNOR. THICK, WHITE HAIR SETS OFF HIS HANDSOME, RUDDY FACE. HE LIKES TO DRESS IMPECCABLY, SMOKE IMPECCABLEY GOOD CIGARS AND EXPOUSE IMPECCABLY LIBERAL IDEAS”.



The Honorable 
Governor  

Culbert Levy Olson 
“Past, Present and Future” 

A Statesman Before His Time 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Introduction (by Emcee) Debra Deanne Olson, granddaughter of Governor Culbert Levy Olson, inherited her grandfather’s love of politics and helping youth and the underserved. She worked for Hillary Clinton during the Presidential Primary in 2008 and now is a contributor and strategist for The Ready for Hillary Campaign. She also was National Senior Advisor and Fundraising Consultant for the Kucinich for President Campaign in 2003. Debra  currently serves as Founder and President of IamPeace.Global a webcast committed to streaming positive stories, interviews, videos and music to advance peace and build strategic alliances worldwide. She serves on two boards and is the proud mother of two daughters.
 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
AT AGE 10, A BOY TOLD HIS MORMON SCHOOL TEACHER IN UTAH THAT SHE WAS A LIAR WHEN SHE SAID SHE HAD SEEN AN ANGEL THE  NIGHT BEFORE. HE ALSO CALLED THE STUDENTS LIARS WHEN THEY CLAIMED TO HAVE SEEN AN ANGEL. SO THERE, IN FRONT OF THE ENTIRE MORMON RELIGION, MY GRANDFATHER, GOV. CULBERT OLSON, BECAME A HUMANIST. HIS NON-RELIGIOUS BELIEFS WERE A LIFELONG PASSION, AS YOU’LL SEE LATER IN THE PRESENTATION.



The First Digital Exhibit for a 
California Governor 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I AM HONORED TO HAVE BEEN INVITED TO PRESENT MY GRANDFATHERS CONTRIBUTIONS AND LEGACY TO BE DEDICATED TO THE STATE LIBRARY AS THE FIRST DIGITAL EXHIBIT ON ANY CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR.
THIS DEDICATION WILL CHRONICLE HIS LIFE AND TIMES IN AND OUT OF OFFICE.  I WILL SHARE HOW HIS PHILOSOPHY AND WELL KNOWN STUBBORNESS IS RELEVANT TO WHATS HAPPENING  TODAY. HE WAS RIGHT ABOUT MANY THINGS…
I AM SO GRATEFUL TO THE STATE OF CALIFORNIA, THE  STATE LIBRARY AND KRISTIN KLEIN FOR THIS OPPORTUNITY TO SHARE OUR PHOTOS, MEMORABILIA AND STORIES THAT MY FAMILY HAVE PRESERVED FOR OVER 60 YEARS. I HOPE YOU ENJOY THE PRESENTATION.



California Supreme Court 
Justice Stanley Mosk 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
JUSTICE MOSK SERVED AS OLSON’S EXECUTIVE SECRETARY AND LEGAL ADVISOR AND ALSO STARTED HIS POLITICAL LIFE SUPPORTING UPTON SINCLAIR AND THE EPIC MOVEMENT.  CULBERT OLSON WAS A CRUSADER FOR THE PEOPLE. HE FOUGHT FOR WORKING PEOPLE AND ORDINARY CITIZENS AND DIDN’T CARE IF HIS POLICIES AND PRINCIPLES WERE UNPOPULAR WITH CORPORATIONS, ORGANIZED RELIGION AND SPECIAL INTERESTS. HE WAS KNOWN TO BE COURAGEOUS AND A TRAILBLAZER. 
JUSTICE  MOSK IS QUOTED AS SAYING  OF GOVERNOR OLSON, “HE WAS THE MOST HONEST PERSON I THINK I’VE EVER KNOWN.”



Family 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HOPEFULLY, MAKING THESE FAMILY PHOTOS AND DOCUMENTS PUBLIC WILL PRESERVE GOVERNOR OLSON’S LEGACY AND HIS PLACE IN HISTORY. THE QUESTION IS HOW ON EARTH DID THIS SON OF A MORMON FAMILY FROM UTAH DEFY THE PREDICTIBLE POLITICS OF THE DAY AND BECOME THE 29TH GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA? 



Delilah King Olson and Her Children 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HIS MOTHER, DELIAH CORNELIA KING OLSON WAS A SUFFRAGETTE LEADER IN SALT LAKE CITY & THE FIRST WOMAN TO HOLD ELECTED OFFICE IN UTAH AS TREASURER & RECORDER OF MILLARD COUNTY.
HIS FATHER, GEORGE DANIEL OLSON, WAS A PROFESSIONAL VIOLINIST. THE VIOLIN IS HELD AT THE MUSEUM IN SALT LAKE CITY.




Culbert Olson in his Early 20s 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT ATTENDED LAW SCHOOL AT GEORGE WASHINGTON UNIVERSITY IN WASHINGTON DC AND HE WORKED AS A NEWSPAPER COLUMNIST AND AS A SECRETARY TO THE U.S. CONGRESS. HE BECAME A UTAH STATES SENATOR in 1916, AND LATER HE PRACTICED LAW, REPRESENTING LABOR UNIONS.
HE MOVED TO LOS ANGELES IN THE 20’s AND CONTINUED AS AN ATTORNEY INVESTIGATING CORPORATE FRAUD CASES. �



Presenter
Presentation Notes
BEAUTIFUL KATE JEREMY OLSON, FIRST LADY OF CALIFORNIA. SHE WAS VERY INVOLVED IN PROMOTING A SUCCESSFUL LAUNCH OF THE GOLDEN GATE INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION AND WAS KNOWN TO BE A VERY FASHIONABLE DRESSER REPRESENTING THE STYLES OF THE 30’S THIS PHOTO HANGS AT THE GOVERNORS MANSION, AND MY GRANDFATHER WAS VERY HAPPY TO PLACE IT THERE.




Kate Olson, Gracious Hostess 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
KATE WAS FAMOUS FOR HOSTING HIGH TEAS AND LUNCHEONS AT THE MANSION.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
As you can see from this great photo with her friends at the races, my Grandmother loved to party and have fun!  She had a passion for poker parties which she often held at her home, the Governor’s Mansion. The First Lady’s games, half-a-cent per chip poker,  included friends as well as staff and members of the Governor’s security detail. The games often lasted into the wee hours of the morning. Asked about her influence as First Lady, Kate said she liked to think of herself as the “powder behind the keg.”  On her plaque in the Memorial Building at Forest Lawn in Glendale where she lays with my Grandfather, it says Dear Kate, “The Most Elite player in the game.”




Presenter
Presentation Notes
PHOTOS OF THE FAMILY, CULBERT’S OLDEST SON, RICHARD, WHO WAS HIS TOP AID IN THE ADMINISTRATION AND THE TWINS, JOHN & DEAN. THE FAMILY’S HOME IN HANCOCK PARK



Presenter
Presentation Notes
MY PARENTS JOHN & BEATRICE ON THEIR WEDDING DAY AT THE BILTMORE HOTEL IN LOS ANGELES WITH MY GRANDPARENTS AT THE WEDDING RECEPTION. MY MATERNAL GRANDMOTHER, MAUDE ELIZA GORDON SHIELS WITH HER HUSBAND WILLIAM E. SHIELS. THEY LIVED NEXT DOOR TO THE OLSONS. 



The Olsons’ 33rd Wedding 
Anniversary in 1938 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE YEAR CULBERT CAMPAIGNED FOR GOVERNOR IN 1938 WITH JOHN, DEAN, DICK AND HIS WIFE ADELE.  HIS WIFE KATE BY HIS SIDE WITH HIS GRANDSON, RICHARD JR. ON HIS KNEE.



The Campaign 



Supporter of Upton Sinclair’s “End 
Poverty in California” (EPIC) 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IN 1934, CULBERT ALLIED HIMSELF WITH UPTON SINCLAIR TO PUT CALIFORNIANS BACK TO WORK BY FORMING COOPERATIVES TO TAKE OVER IDLE FACTORIES & FARMS. SINCLAIR LOST IS BID FOR THE GOVERNORSHIP THAT YEAR, OLSON WON AS STATE SENATOR OF CALIFORNIA. THEY REMAINED FRIENDS AND KINDRED SPIRITS. 



In 1934, Elected to California 
State Senate  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
IN 1934 OLSON BECAME THE STATE DEMOCRATIC PARTY CHAIR WHEN HE WON A SEAT ON THE STATE SENATE. 
HE AUTHORED THE OLSON OIL BILL, TO CUT DOWN OIL COMPANY MONOPOLIES IN CALIFORNIA, INCLUDING STANDARD OIL.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT OLSON CAMPAIGNED FOR PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. CULBERT WAS A CONTENDER TO BE ROOSEVELT’S VICE PRESIDENTIAL RUNNING RUNNING MATE.




New Deal for California 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT CAMPAIGNED FOR GOVERNOR ON THE PLATFORM OF EXPANDING THE NEW DEAL IN CALIFORNIA.



Campaign Postcard 1938 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I HAD THIS POSTCARD IN OUR FAMILY COLLECTION. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT OLSON RAN AGAINST ANTI-LABOR INCUMBENT GOVERNOR FRANK MERRIAM.



The Olson’s cast their ballots in 
Los Angeles November 8, 1938 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GREAT PHOTO OF THE FAMILY. MY DAD NEXT TO SOON TO BE GOVERNOR OLSON.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT OLSON WON THE GOVERNORSHIP IN A LANDSLIDE—52% TO MERRIAM’S 44%.
1st DEMOCRATIC GOVERNOR IN 44 YEARS.
OLSON TOOK HIS OVERWHELMING VICTORY AS A MANDATE FROM THE PEOPLE.  HIS INAGURAL ADDRESS REFLECTED THAT VISION. ONE OF THE GREAT GIFTS HE GAVE US WAS HIS ORITORY. HE WROTE HIS OWN SPEECHES AND WAS A VOICE FOR THE VOICELESS. (PLEASE MOVE THIS UP UNDER HIM DOING HIS INAGURAL ADDRESS



Inaugural Address 
“There is none among us who can 
doubt that the people have voted for 
a government that shall honestly 
place human values before material 
values; that they want a government 
that will do the human thing in a 
sound and workable way, unswerved 
by pressure from any self-seeking 
group or special interest.” 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HE HAD A BEAUTIFUL AND ELEQUENT VOICE AND MY FATHER SAID HE WROTE HIS INTIRE INAGURAL ADDRESS, WHICH I SUGGEST EVERYONE READS> 



Governor Olson Sworn In 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AN AVOWED ATHEIST THERES A GREAT STORY THAT MADE NEWLY ELECTED GOVERNOR OLSON STAND OUT CAUSE QUITE A RUCUS WITH THE POWERS THAT BE. HE WAS  A COURAGEOUS AND BRUTALLY HONEST POLITICIAN (ACTUALLY THE ONLY OPENLY ATHIEST POLITCIAN IN AMERICAN HISTORY) HE REFUSED TO PUT HIS HAND ON THE BIBLE OR SAY “SO HELP ME GOD” WHEN HE AS SWORN IN TO OFFICE.  INSTEAD HE SAID, “I WILL AFFIRM” AND HE PUT HIS HAND IN HIS POCKET. HE IS QUOTED AS SERIOUSLY CRITICISING THE MERIT AND AUTHENTICITY OF THE BIBLE, HOWEVER, I STILL LOVE THE RITUAL OF GOING TO MIDNIGHT MASS ON CHRISTMAS AND I LOVE THE RITUALS AROUND PRAYER AND MEDITATION,  SO I WILL NOT TELL THAT STORY.



Three Days Later, He Conceded to 
Putting his Hand on the Bible. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
Three days later, he said ok.  Culbert had a great sense of humor. This is a famous photo of him crossing his fingers and following the rules. How interesting that he placed a sign with the word MYSTERY behind him. I personally took offense to his non belief when I first read a few years ago that he was a staunch atheist and that he founded Secularists of America after leaving office. However, as we are all shocked and dismayed with current events and are observing the fundamentalists running havoc in our world, he might have been correct, seen the future and been on to something.
 





Presenter
Presentation Notes
MY GRANDFATHER AT THE INAGUATION WITH HIS LOVELY AND EXCENTRIC SISTER TO HIS LEFT, FIRST LADY KATE, HIS OLDEST SON, DICK AND HIS WIFE ADELE IN THE FRONT ROW WITH INVITED GUESTS, FAMILY AND FRIENDS



Presenter
Presentation Notes
GRAND BASH – GOV. CULBERT OLSON AND HIS WIFE, KATE JEREMY OLSON, GREET THE 4,000 GUESTS WHO ATTENDED HIS 1939 INAGURAL.




Presenter
Presentation Notes
WELCOMING FOREIGN DIGNITARIES AND THE MILITARY AT HIS INAGUATION  



Governorship 



Governor’s Mansion in 
Sacramento, 1939-1943 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOVERNOR OLSON AND THE FIRST LADY MOVE WITH THE FAMILY TO SACRAMENTO. 



Culbert’s Packard Limo, 1939 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I REMEMBER STORIES OF THE FAMILY WITH SECURITY AND A DRIVER GOING AROUND TOWN AND TRAVELING TO LOS ANGELES, SAN FRANCISCO AND THROUGHOUT THE STATE.



Gov. Olson’s Dedication of the 
Golden Gate International Expo 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FEB. 18, 1939, CULBERT OLSON KICKED OFF THE GOLDEN GATE INTERNATIONAL EXPO ON TREASURE ISLAND IN SAN FRANCISCO BY UNLOCKING A REPLICA OF THE GOLDEN GATE BRIDGE. PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT MADE A RADIO ADDRESS IN HONOR OF THE EVENT, AND FIRST LADY ELEANOR ROOSEVELT WAS IN ATTENDANCE AS WELL AT FIRST LADY KATE OLSON.  200,000 PEOPLE CAME FROM ALL OVER THE WORLD.  GOVERNOR OLSON MADE USE OF THE EXPO TO DECLARE “RACE RELATIONS DAY.” I DECLARE THAT ANYONE WHO GENERATES RACIAL MISUNDERSTANDING AND HATRED IS A DEMOGOGUE OF THE MOST SUBVERSIVE TYPE.” 






Olson Pardoning Tom Mooney 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
TOM MOONEY WAS A LABOR LEADER WHO WAS CONVICTED IN 1916, CHARGED WITH SETTING A BOMB OFF AT THE SAN FRANCISCO PREPAREDNESS DAY PARADE.  10 PEOPLE DIED & 40 WERE WOUNDED. PARDONING TOM MOONEY WAS ONE OF MY GRANDFATHERS CAMPAIGN PROMISES. TOM SPENT 22 YEARS IN PRISON. THIS WAS A HIGHLY CONTESTED ISSUE FOR THE PUBLIC.  MY GRANDFATHER PARDONED HIM SHORTLY AFTER TAKING OFFICE IN 1939.  LATER IT WAS FOUND THAT MOONEY WAS CONVICTED ON PERJURED TESTIMONY. MY GRANDFATHER SPENT A GREAT DEAL OF TIME WORKING ON PENAL REFORM.



Culbert Olson Started to Enact 
The Platform He Ran On 
 
• Support for Labor and Unions 
• Guaranteed Old Age Pensions 
• Universal Healthcare 
• Regulation of Public Utilities 
• Separation of Church and State 

 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
THERE WAS SO MUCH AT STAKE WHEN MY GRANDFATHER BECAME THE GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA. IT WAS THE GREAT DEPRESSION AND PEOPLE LIVED IN ABJECT POVERTY. GOV. OLSON’S POLICIES WERE DESIGNED TO IMPROVE THE LIVES OF ALL CALIFORNIANS, ESPECIALLY WORKERS AND THE ELDERLY. 
HE KEPT HIS PROMISE OF BRINGING PRESIDENT ROOSEVELTS NEW DEAL TO CALIFORNIA. 



Universal Healthcare for 
California presented in 1939 
• “It is no longer seriously debated that 

a fundamental change is needed in 
the method of meeting the costs of 
medical care and the risks and loss of 
sickness, especially for wage earners 
and others of small or moderate 
income,” Olson, presenting the plan 
on April 13, 1939. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OLSON ADVANCED A PROGRESSIVE AGENDA WHICH INCLUDED MANDATORY HEALTH INSURANCE. TODAY THEY MIGHT HAVE CALLED IT “OLSONCARE.” THE IDEA WAY AHEAD OF ITS TIME. HIS  PLAN WOULD HAVE BEEN PAID FOR WITH 1% OF PAYROLL FROM EMPLOYERS, AND 1% FROM EMPLOYEES’ INCOME, WITH MATCHING FUNDS FROM THE STATE. THIS WAS STRUCK DOWN BY A REPUBLICAN MAJORITY IN THE SENATE AND 10 DEMOCRATES IN THE ASSEMLY KNOWN AS THE “ECONOMIC BLOCK”  (SOUND FAMILIAR?)




Ham & Eggs Pension Plan 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
“HAM & EGGS” WAS A PROPOSAL FOR A CALIFORNIA SUPPLIMENT TO SOCIAL SECURITY. (THE IDEA THAT OLSON PROPOSED WAS THAT LOW INCOME OR RETIREES COULD TRADE UP FROM A BREAKFAST OF OATMEAL TO HAM & EGGS.)  ANYONE QUALIFIED TO VOTE IN THE STATE AND AGE 50 OR OLDER WITHOUT A JOB, WOULD GET $30 IN “WARRANTS” EACH WEEK.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
OLSON WAS CALLED THE PEOPLES GOVERNOR. HE UTILIZED THE POWER OF PUBLIC PRONOUNCEMENTS TO TEAR DOWN RACIAL STEREOTYPES. HE WAS THE FIRST GOVERNOR OF CALIFORNIA TO APPOINT MINORITIES TO THE BENCH. HE MADE HISTORY BY APPOINTING ATAULFO MOLINA TO THE SAN DIEGO MUNICIPAL COURT, AS WELL AS IN 1941, HE APPOINTED EDWIN L. JEFFERSON, THE FIRST AFRICAN AMERICAN WEST OF THE MISSISSIPPI  TO SERVE IN THE LOS ANGELES MUNICIPAL COURT.
MAKING USE OF THE GOLDEN GATE INTERNATIONAL EXPOSITION SETTING, DECLARED RACE RELATIONS DAY. “I DECLARE THAT ANYONE WHO GENERATES RACIAL MISUNDERSTANDINGS AND HATRED IS A DEMAGOGUE OF THE MOST SUBVERSIVE TYPE,” EMPHASIZED OLSON. “HE BECOMES AN ENEMY OF SOCIETY. 



$30 Thursdays 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE IOU BUCK BILL DESIGN WAS A SPOOF AND A JOKE, BUT, THE RAINBOW,SANTA CLAUSE AND ALL MADE THE CAMPAIGN FUN.  $30 THURSDAY WAS SHORTHAND FOR THE PROGRAM. THE MAJORITY SENATE AND ASSEMBLY NIXED OLSON’S CAMPAIGN PROMISE AND LABOR WAS VERY DISAPPOINTED, AS WELL AS THE GOVERNOR.




Gov. Olson Often Encountered Friction with 
the Republican Controlled Legislature 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
HE HAD A PHONE INSTALLED ON THE FLOOR OF THE LEGISLATURE SO HE COULD TALK AND MAKE DECISIONS WITH IS STAFF FROM THE MANSION. THERE WAS MAJOR FRICTION BETWEEN OLSONS ADMINISTATION AND THE RUPUBLICAN CONTROLLED LEGISLATOR ON MANY CRITICAL ISSUES, IT WAS A CONSTANT BATTLE. ONE OF HIS FAMOUS QUOTES WAS “IF YOU ALL WANT TO KNOW WHERE HELL IS, ITS BEING GOVERNOR”  IT IS WRITTEN THAT IF HE GOT HIS WAY 90 % OF THE TIME, HE WOULDN’T BUDGE UNLESS HE GOT EVERYTHING HE ASKED FOR.



With Ellis E. Patterson, Lieutenant 
Governor at the State Legislature 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHEN GORDON GARLAND WAS SWORN IN AS THE 48TH SPEAKER OF THE STATE ASSEMBLY, ONE OF HIS FIRST ACTS WAS TO PROCLAIM FROM THE PODIUM THAT THERE WOULD BE NO MORE PHONE CALLS TO OR FROM THE GOVERNOR FROM THIS PLACE, AND HE JERKED THE TELEPHONE OUT OF THE WALL AND THREW IT RIGHT IN THE MIDDLE OF THE AISLE. FUN TIMES! SOUNDS LIKE WASHINGTON DC TODAY.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
IN THE LIBRARY AT THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION DURING HIS ADMINISTRATION.  I LOVE THE OLD PHOTOGRAPHS FROM THOSE TIMES. LOOK AT THAT COOL RADIO. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOVERNOR  OLSON HELPED PAVE THE WAY FOR HOWARD HUGHES AND THE AVIATION INDUSTRY IN CALIFORNIA. JOHN RICHARDSON WAS THE SENIOR VICE-PRESIDENT OF HUGHES AIRCRAFT. HE WAS MY GOD FATHER AND A GOOD FRIEND OF MY DAD’S.



The War 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WORLD WAR II COMES TO CALIFORNIA.



Bombardment of Elwood, 
February 23, 1942 
• Navel attack by Japanese submarine of coastal 

targets near Santa Barbara, CA. 
 

• The event was key in triggering the West Coast 
invasion scare that influenced the decision to 
inter Japanese-Americans. 
 

• It was the first shelling of mainland US during 
World War II. 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DEC. 7th 1941, JAPANESE ATTACKED PEARL HARBOR.  A FEW WEEKS LATER, THE 1st ATTACK ON THE MAINLAND OF THE UNITED STATES OCCURED NEAR SANTA BARBARA. JAPANESE SUBMARINES FIRED OUR SHORES. THIS ACTION TRIGGERED THE WEST COAST INVASION SCARE. I REMEMBER BEING VERY YOUNG AND WE WERE AT MY GRANDFATHERS HOME AND THEY WERE TALKING ABOUT THE FEAR THAT PENATRATED OUR CITIES. THEY WERE TOLD TO TURN OFF ALL THE LIGHTS AT SUNSET IN FEAR THERE WOULD BE MORE ATTACKS. 



Franklin Roosevelt’s Letter to 
Governor Olson, May 18, 1942 
• I am deeply concerned that the 

American-born Japanese college students 
shall be impressed with the ability of the 
American people to distinguish between 
enemy aliens and staunch supporters of 
the American system who happen to 
have Japanese ancestry. 

• To the Honorable Governor Culbert Olson  

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOV. OLSON WAS A KNOWN PACIFIST. AT THE BEQUEST OF THE PRESIDENT, HE COMPLIED WITH  EXECUTIVE ORDER 9066.



John Dewitt, instrumental in Executive Order 9066, 
directing the internment of Japanese Americans 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I KNOW MY GRANDFATHER WAS NOT QUICK TO AGREE WITH THIS DECISION, HE SAID THAT MANY OF THE JAPANESE STUDENTS WERE LOYAL AMERICANS AND THE FARMERS WERE PARIMOUNT TO THE CALIFORNIA ECONOMY, BUT HE WAS OVERRULED BY THE MILITARY AND PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT. GENERAL DEWITT IS QUOTED AS SAYING, A JAP IS A JAP. THIS WAS NOT A GREAT MOMENT IN OUR HISTORY.
I 



Olson’s Special Contribution to the War 
Effort from the Governor’s Mansion 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
FUNNY STORY (IF THERE CAN BE A FUNNY STORY ABOUT WAR). PEOPLE RESPONDED ZEALOUSLY TO HELP THE WAR EFFORT—BUYING SAVING BONDS AND COLLECTING MATERIALS THAT COULD BE USED TO HELP FIGHT THE WAR.
DURING A SCRAP IRON DRIVE, GOVERNOR OLSON CLIMBED ON THE ROOF OF THE GOVERNOR’S MANSION AND USED A CROW BAR TO PRY OFF ORNAMENTAL GRILLWORK TO BE CONTRIBUTED TO THE DRIVE. (I WISH I HAD A PHOTO OF THAT.)
APPARENTLY, THE DESIGNER SAID THE IRON WAS THE PROPERTY OF THE STATE AND COULDN’T BE GIVEN AWAY. YET STILL TO THIS DAY, NO ONE KNOWS WHERE THE IRON GRILLS ENDED UP!



Hollywood 



Governor Olson with Bing 
Crosby, Bob Hope, and Babe 
Ruth 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MY GRANDFATHER HAD THE HOLLYWOOD AND CELEBRITY COMMUNITY BEHIND HIM DURING HIS CAMPAIGN AND SUBSEQUENT ELECTION. THERE WAS MUCH SUPPORT AND FANFAIR FOR HIS LIBERAL AND PROGRESSIVE VIEWS AND POLICIES.



With movie star Mae West 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT WAS KNOWN TO BE A LADIES MAN, ALL THOUGH HE WAS A DEVOTE HUSBAND AND FAMILY MAN.  



With Rose Queen Mary 
Stanton, Pasadena Freeway 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
GOVERNOR OLSON KNEW THIS WOULD BE THE FIRST FREEWAY IN CALIFORNIA WITH MANY TO FOLLOW. IF HE SAW THE LOS ANGELES FREEWAYS TODAY, I KNOW HE WOULD SHAKE HIS HEAD AND SAY, OH MY, WHAT A MISTAKE IN PLANNING.  



The Pasadena Freeway, 1940 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE ARROYO SECO PARKWAY WAS THE FIRST FREEWAY IN LOS ANGELES. 



At the opening of the Cahuenga Pass 
Freeway with Mayor Bowron & Gene Autry 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
I WAS SO HAPPY WHEN IN FOUND THIS PHOTO, I NOTICED MY DAD STANDING BEHIND GENE AUTRY. 



Will Rogers 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WILL ROGERS, WORLD FAMOUS AMERICAN HUMORIST AND HOLLYWOOD STAR WAS A GOOD FRIEND OF GOVERNOR OLSON.



A gift, on one condition… 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
OLSON NEGOTIATED WITH WILL ROGERS FOR THE DONATION OF HIS ESTATE TO CALIFORNIA. 
ROGERS WOULD ONLY AGREE ON THE CONDITION THAT THERE WOULD ALWAYS BE POLO ON THE GROUNDS.  



Stable at Will Rogers State Park 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
And this commitment is still being honored today at the State Park



Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE DONATION CONSISTED OF 6,300 FEET OF PRIME LOS ANGELES COASTLINE ALSO. I KNOW THERE ARE DISCUSSIONS WITH BUILDERS AND DEVELOPERS WHO WANT TO GET THE LAND BACK FROM THE STATE TO BUILD HOMES. SURE HOPE THAT DOESN’T HAPPEN



Presenter
Presentation Notes
THIS IS WILL ROGER'S HOME, WHICH WAS ALSO PART OF THE GIFT TO THE STATE.  



With Vice President Henry A. 
Wallace in Los Angeles, 1942 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MEXICAN INDEPENCE DAY, SEPT. 16, 1942, ON THE REVIEWING STAND DURING THE INDEPENDENCE DAY CELEBRATION IN LOS ANGELES WITH MEXICAN MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR MIGUEL ALEMAN, AND U.S. VICE PRESIDENT HENERY A. WALLACE. GOVERNOR OLSON WAS A CHAMPION OF THE LATINO COMMUNITY. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
WHEN I WAS WITH DELORES HUERTA ON A CAMPAIGN BUS FOR PRESIDENTIAL HOPEFUL JOHN KERRY, SHE STOOD UP AND SAID, OH MY GOD, YOU ARE THE GRANDAUGHTER OF GOVERNOR OLSON, HE WAS A GREAT FRIEND TO OUR COMMUNITY, I TALK ABOUT HIM ALL THE TIME WHEN I SPEAK AT UNIVERSITIES AND COLLEGES.. IN DOING RESEARCH, I READ ABOUT THE BIRTH OF LATINO POLITICS IN CALIFORNIA. OLSON ASSEMBLED A BROAD COALITION, PROMISING TO BRING PRESIDENT ROOSEVELT’S NEW DEAL TO CALIFORNIA.THE STATES LATINO COMMUNTY PARTICIPATED IN THAT 1938 CAMPAIGN WITH GUSTO. THIS WAS A TIME OF POLITICAL FIRSTS. THE OLSON CAMPAIGN FORMED A HISPANIC-AMERICAN DIVISION. AFTER THE ELECTION OLSON EXPRESSED A “GRATEFUL APPRECIATION” TO EDWARDO QUEVEDO AND INVITED THE LATINO LEADER TO ATTEND HIS INAUGURATION AT THE STATE CAPITAL IN JANUARY 1939. 



Presenter
Presentation Notes
THE GOVERNOR RETIRED IN LOS ANGELES. HIS MOTHER, DELILAH KING OLSON LIVED WITH HIM FOR THE LAST NINE YEARS OF HER LIFE. HE WAS A GOOD AND THOUGHTFUL SON AND FATHER.



At home with family in Los Angeles 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AT 506 MARIPOSA, LOS ANGELES, WHERE CULBERT LIVED FOR 39 YEARS UNTIL HE PASSED IN 1962.



The Olson Legacy 



California Granddaughters 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
AS GOVERNOR OLSON’S GRANDDAUGHTER, I AM PROUD TO CONTINUE THE FAMILY TRADITION OF FURTHERING PROGRESSIVE POLITICS THAT MY GRANDFATHER STARTED IN CALIFORNIA. 




Presenter
Presentation Notes
AN EVENT IN LOS ANGELES, 1979 HERE IS OUR GORGEOUS “YOUNG” GOVERNOR DURING HIS FIRST TERM AS GOVERNOR. AS A STAUNCH ENVIRONMENTALIST,  I AM VERY HAPPY HE HAS BEEN ABLE TO HOLD THE OFFICE FOR A FOURTH TERM. I THINK HE’S DOING A GREAT JOB!




Governor Gray Davis, First 
Lady Sharon, Chrysta & Kaitlyn 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
MY YOUNGEST DAUGHTER, KAITLYN OLSON WITH GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS AND THE FIRST LADY SHARON AT A POLITICAL FUNDRAISER A FEW YEARS BACK IN BEVERLY HILLS.  CHRYSTA AND I WITH GOVERNOR DAVIS. WHEN HE WAS SWORN INTO OFFICE IN 1999, THE JUSTICE SAID, I HAD THE GREAT HONOR OF SWEARING IN THE FIRST DEMOCRATIC GOVERNOR OF THIS CENTURY, CULBERT OLSON, AND NOW, THE LAST OF THE CENTURY,  GOVERNOR GRAY DAVIS 




With Senator Elizabeth Warren, Actress 
Ann Weldon, and Senator Boxer 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
WE HOSTED A FUNDRAISER IN BEVERLY HILLS FOR SENATOR WARREN in JUNE 2014



With Senators Barbara Boxer and 
Elizabeth Warren 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT WOULD HAVE LOVED ELIZABETH WARREN LIKE A SISTER.




Olson’s great-granddaughters, Chrysta & 
Kaitlyn with President Clinton 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
CULBERT OLSON’S GREAT GRANDDAUGHTERS,  CHYRSTA AND KAITLYN, WITH FORMER PRESIDENT CLINTON AT THE CLINTON GLOBAL INITIATIVE IN NEW YORK CITY, 2006



Hillary with Debra, Kaitlyn & Chrysta 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
DEBRA WITH HILLARY CLINTON IN 2008,  WHO MAY BE THE FUTURE PRESIDENT CLINTON !! GOD WILLING, OPPS, SORRY GRANDPA 



Granddaughter Diane Olson & Robin Tyler,  the First 
Same Sex Couple Married in Beverly Hills, California 

Presenter
Presentation Notes
LOS ANGELES TIMES, GOVERNOR OLSON’S GRANDAUGHTER, MY SISTER, DIANE DONNA OLSON TYLER, & HER SPOUSE, ROBIN TYLER. THEY WERE THE FIRST SAME SEX COUPLE TO BE MARRIED IN CALIFORNIA AFTER THE DECISION CAME DOWN FROM THE CALIFORNIA SUPREME COURT OF  CONSTITIONALITY FOR MARRIAGE EQUALITY.
OUR GRANDFATHER WOULD HAVE REALLY BEEN PROUD OF DIANE AS HE WAS A GREAT PROPONANT AND CHIEF ARCHITECT OF ADVOCATING FOR SEPARATION OF CHURCH AND STATE.  THEY FOUGHT HARD FOR THIS MOMENT AND ARE CONSIDERED TRUE PIONEERS OF THE MARRIAGE EQUALITY MOVEMENT IN CALIFORNIA. IT WAS A WONDERFUL MOMENT IN HISTORY.



Presenter
Presentation Notes
I AM SO FORTUNATE TO STAND ON MY GRANDFATHER’S SHOULDERS, AS HIS LEGACY INFORMS THE WORK I DO NOW. I AM DELIGHTED AND GRATEFUL TO BE ABLE TO SHARE HIS LEGACY AND THE UNTOLD STORIES THAT HAVE BEEN HANDED DOWN TO ME FROM MY FAMILY. WE ARE ALL VERY PROUD OF OUR HERITAGE. AND A BIG THANKYOU AND APPECIATION TO THE CALIFORNIA STATE LIBRARY FOR HONORING US WITH THE FIRST DIGITAL EXHIBIT OF A CALIFORNIA GOVERNOR. HOPEFULLY THIS EXHIBIT AND THIS BODY OF WORK WILL GIVE INSIGHT TO OTHERS, AND INSPIRE PEOPLE TO WORK TOGETHER FOR A POSITIVE AND SUSTAINABLE FUTURE. 
THANK YOU, 
DEBRA DEANNE OLSON
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